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The Rhode |sland Departnents of Human Services (DHS) and
Children, Youth and Fam |ies (DCYF) have established a programto
del i ver Emergency Assistance (EA) to famlies who are in
potentially enmergent situations. The purpose of the Title IV-A
Enmer gency Assi stance program for Abuse, Negl ect, and Del i nquency
of Children is to provide assistance to needy famlies with: (1)
children who are the subject of abuse, neglect, dependency,
abandonnment, and del i nquency (i ncludi ng waywardness); (2)
children who are in energent situations where continued presence
in the hone is not in the best interests of the child; and (3)
children who are at risk of renmoval fromthe hone because of
abuse, negl ect, dependency, delinquency (including waywardness),

or the inability of parents to provide care. |In the Energency
Assi stance (EA) program famlies will be determned to be in a
potentially emergent situation as a result of:
* Bei ng the subject of a child abuse and negl ect report;
or
* A child needing, or at risk of needing, an out-of-hone
pl acenent; or
* A fam |y being opened for DCYF services when a famly
energency places a child at risk of child abuse and
neglect, i.e., Preventive Services.

In order for DHS and DCYF to determ ne whether clients are
eligible to receive Energency Assistance, each famly referred to
DCYF or a DCYF funded program because of a CANTS report, a

vol untary request for services, or a Famly Court referral wll
undergo an Enmergency Assistance eligibility determ nation
process. The famly and child nmay receive, with prior

aut hori zation by the Departnent of Human Services (DHS), any
direct care services that will address the emergency situation.
This assistance is |limted to a maxi mum duration of twelve (12)
nmont hs or |l ess as necessary to alleviate the emergency condition,
and nust be authorized within a single thirty (30) day period no
| ess than twelve (12) nonths after the beginning of the famly's
| ast EA authorization period.
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Federal regulations require that an application process be in

pl ace for Enmergency Assistance. 1In order to neet this

requi renent, the Rhode Island Title |IV-A Energency Assistance
Application (EA-200 and EA-210 (for use by community based
programns)), the Emergency Assistance Eligibility Determ nation
Checkl i st (EA-220), and the Authorized Services for Energency
Assi stance (EA-230) have been devel oped. These fornms docunent
the client's application for Energency Assistance and docunent
the determ nation of the client's eligibility for those services.

It is inmportant that all household nenbers are listed on the
application. In order for a famly to be eligible for Energency
Assi stance, staff nust document that:

1. The application is filed by an adult nenber of the
child's famly. (The application nust be filed by a
parent, except where both parents are absent or
unwi lling to apply, in which case another adult
relative or the state agency acting on behalf of a
child may file the application). Every effort should
be made to obtain a parent's signature especially for
cases receiving in-hone services.

2. An energency exists in the famly and the enmergency did
not arise out of a parent's refusal w thout good cause
to accept enploynment or training for enpl oynent.

3. The child has resided with one or both parents (or a
specified relative) within the last six (6) nonths,
i.e.,

* father, adoptive father, nother, adoptive nother;
* stepfather, stepnother (but not the parent of

ei t her);
* gr andf at her, great grandfather, great-great

gr andf at her, great-great-great grandfather;

* grandnot her, great grandnother, great-great
grandnot her, great-great-great grandnother;

* adoptive grandparent if the grandchild is the
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natural child of a parent who was adoptive, or if
the grandchild is the adopted child of a parent
who was the natural child of the grandparent;

* brot her, half brother, adoptive brother,
stepbrother, sister, half sister, adoptive sister,
st epsi ster;

* uncl e, great uncle, great-great-uncle, aunt, great

aunt, great-great aunt (including uncle or aunt of
whol e or hal f bl ood);

* nephew, great nephew, great-great nephew, niece,
great niece, great-great niece (including nephew
or niece of whole or half blood);

* first cousin (including first cousin of whole or
hal f bl ood), first cousin once renpved.

Spouses of any of the persons in the listed groups neet the
rel ati onship requirenment and continue to neet it even after
the marriage is termnated by death or divorce.

4. The famly is receiving AFDC, SSI, Food Stanp benefits,
or Medical Assistance coverage in the nonth of
application; or the famly would be eligible for AFDC,
SSI, Food Stanp benefits, or Medical Assistance
coverage; or the famly does not have cash available to
provi de needed energency care or services.

5. In the case of a child whose parents cannot be | ocated
or who refuse to cooperate in supporting the child or
appl ying for emergency assistance, and where the
energency assi stance i s necessary to avoid destitution
of a child or to provide living arrangenents in a hone
or child care facility, the child' s inconme alone is
considered in the above inconme test.

The CANTS-2 Investigation Formfunctions as a pre-application
formfor DCYF cases which enter through the Child Abuse Negl ect
Tracking System (CANTS). The full EA application process is
conpl eted when the deci sion has been nmade that an emergency

exi sts and that direct care services should be delivered to the
client. The application fornms (EA-200/210, 220 and 230) are then
forwarded to the DHS EA Unit for review and for authorized
approval prior to actual delivery of direct care services. DHS
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staff nmust verify that an energency situation exists before
approving a famly for Enmergency Assistance. The follow ng
conditions constitute an energency:

* If it is determ ned that abuse, neglect, dependency,
abandonment, or delinquency (including waywardness) has
occurred, approve EA to aneliorate the problens which
caused t he energency; or

* If it is determned that the report is unsubstanti ated-
preventive services indicated, or a preventive services
famly is referred, approve EA if an energency
situation exists in the famly and the child is at risk
of abuse, negl ect, dependency, abandonnent, or
del i nquency (i ncludi ng waywar dness); or

* If it is determned that a child needs, or is at risk
of needi ng, an out-of-honme placenent; or

* If a child is placed in alternative care because of
abuse, negl ect, dependency, abandonnent, or delinquency
(i ncl udi ng waywardness); the child and his/her famly
(if reunification is the plan) are eligible for EA

This eligibility determ nation process al so includes having an
adult nenber of the famly sign the EA application form
especially for cases receiving in-hone services. |If both parents
are absent or unwilling to apply, the state agency acting on
behal f of the child may file the EA application. |In addition, a
determ nation nust be made as to the nost recent EA eligibility
period. |If the beginning of the famly's |ast 30-day

aut hori zation period was within the past twelve (12) nonths, the
client is not eligible for EA and the application process nust be
termnated at that point. It is critical that the DHS

aut hori zing agent be able to track one 30-day authorization
peri od and one twelve (12) nonth eligibility period for delivery
of services to a client. This tracking docunentation will allow
DHS to claimfederal financial participation for Enmergency
Assi st ance.

Emer gency Assistance is available for a period not to exceed
twelve (12) nonths. The family will be eligible for al
appropriate EA services for at |least twelve (12) nonths unless a
particul ar service will not be needed for the entire twelve

nont hs, e.g., evaluation and diagnosis. |If services continue to
be needed after the maxi mum al |l owabl e period, the child/famly
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can continue to receive services, but Federal reinbursenments wll
not be avail able through the EA program Any contractual service
may be delivered under the EA programin the twelve nonth peri od.
Staff will use the current authorization process nowin place to
aut hori ze those servi ces.

KI NDS OF ASSI STANCE AND SERVI CES PROVI DED 0242. 15

REV: 07/ 1994

The ki nds of assistance provided to neet the enmergency situation
are: (1) shelter care, foster famly care, or residential group
care for children separated fromtheir parents, including food,
cl ot hing, and supervision unless the child has such assi stance
provi ded under other Title IV prograns and al so i ncl udi ng needed
nmedi cal care unless the child is eligible for such care under
Title XIX; and (2) assistance to neet and/or namintain rent,

housi ng, and utility costs to prevent child neglect and to permt
reunification of famlies or to prevent the need for renoval from
t he hone; assistance to neet transportation costs related to
reuni fication efforts or the nmai ntenance of the child in foster
care.

Assistance is limted to a maxi mum duration of twelve (12) nonths
or | ess as necessary to alleviate the enmergency condition, and
nmust be authorized within a single thirty (30) day period no |ess
than twel ve (12) nonths after the beginning of the famly's | ast
EA aut hori zati on peri od.

The ki nds of services provided to neet the enmergency situation
are:

o] Case nmanagenent, counseling, |egal services, and in-
home fam |y services provided to alleviate the
energency condition, as determ ned appropriate and
necessary by the state child protective services
agency;

o] Parenti ng education and training, either in-hone or
out - of - home, i ncl udi ng househol d managenent training
and incidental homemaker support services provided to
all eviate the enmergency condition, as determ ned
appropriate and necessary by the designated state child
protective services agency;

o] Child care and respite care provided to alleviate the
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enmergency condition and to avoid out-of-home placenent
of the child at risk, as determ ned appropriate and
necessary by the designated state child protective
servi ces agency.

In addition to the above specified statew de services, the
Departnent of Children, Youth and Families will engage in
activities incidental to and necessary for the proper and
efficient admnistration of the Enmergency Assistance (EA)

program including investigation of energency conditions,
activities supporting determnation of EA eligibility,
information, referral, case managenent, counseling, court-rel ated
services, |legal services, securing of shelter and child care, and
other adm nistrative activities.

Services are |limted to a maxi nrum of twelve (12) nonths of
service or | ess as necessary to alleviate the enmergency condition
and nust be authorized during a single thirty (30) day period no
| ess than twelve (12) nonths after the beginning of the famly's
| ast EA aut horization period.

0242. 20 SERVI CE DELI VERY

REV: 07/ 1994

After it has been determ ned that an energency exists and the
famly/child is eligible, Federal funds are available to pay for
services provided to famlies and children to alleviate the
energency created by a child abuse/ negl ect or delinquency
situation, or the need for out-of-hone placenent. 1In order to
nmeet the federal requirements for the service delivery el enent of
t he Emergency Assistance (EA) program several well defined tasks
as noted in subsection 0242.15 under the Eligibility

Det erm nati on Process nust be conpleted. |If eligibility for EA
is determined to exist by the Departnment of Human Services and
the direct care services are not currently being provided through
ot her Federal programs, the services that can be authorized
include all of DCYF s current direct care services as stated in
Section 0242. 15.



